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Honorable David E. Skaggs
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Skaggs:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/1700AJ

RECEIVED

FEB 23 1993

FEDERAL COMMUNlCATlCWSC<MflSSlOH
(fACE OF TH: SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of Januar 22, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents r arding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
pr~poses comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
aaended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide"variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
tUDe provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.
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Honorable David E. Skaggs 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and Ric hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

~~,,~.
~L4AlP~·~l
~ Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enc losures:
Notice

.' Order
Discussion paper
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~c~crabl~ ~av:c Skag~s
~~~:ed 3tate3 Bouse of ~e?rese~:atives

Wast:~gto~, DC 20510

S~bject: ~?RM - PR Docket 92-135

Dear Mr. Skaggs,

! am ~ ~eti~ed ci~izen a~d a ~~ode2 sto~e cwne= who derives
many ~ours of er.joyme~t from ~on3~ructi~g a~c cperati~g Radio
Con~~olled A~=?la~es~Ca=s/30~ts.~~hi~ ~ob~y i~_a continuation of
my ~nterest ~~ av~at~on<boat~~g =0= as ~~ng as 1 ca~ remember. I
am very active i~ loca_ c:~s weose ~e~~e=s er.joy constructing
anc operating Radio Controllee Mode:s. !~ addition, we are also
V~F7 active :n~oommu~:t1a~fai== using our ~obby as way to reach
ocner members c= u~r corn=~n~ty.

! am also concerned about t~e ~ega::i; :~pact t~is ~i:l ~ave
on man? of the thousands of small business owners, like ~yse:f,
who wi~l be left ~old:ng the. ba;. ~ode!ers will move to ot~er
areas because c~ the frust=atio~ cf i~vesting a large amount of
""'0""'-";' -nd ;-''':-0 -T"l"·1 ~"'" 'oa-"'" .:..~_.:... . - .... .:~ .. ":- ... 4 _ .. ~~ ~...... -. .... -

~.~ :-;::.;:t"" -_ ...~- .....;._-.1. .... :"., :- -~. - •• Q.- "~:::: ~--- _,: .i..a.::> __ --' en:;~}· -'''''''''';''
~CbCy oecause 0= prop05a~ by t~e ?cc.

Ou~ ~ad~~ =~~:~ol:ed :req~enc:=s a~e :~ :~e 72-75 MHZ ~a~c.
'T'},';s t..,=,..,":: ---",.,.._ •• ':'0,;' "5"0' &."' •• --"v-~- ~-_ ...: ~c~;j.:> c.~·_:spa"·... c'.-.---- -'"':"- .......... -- ::- __ ..•c. ., '- _ ...._~ rl...- c:. .... c::: _::.~~~ .4;'" _

operat~ons. ~oweve=, our =adic ;ont=o:lec frequencies in t~is
ban~ a=e fa= eno~~t apa=t from t~e land ~obile frecuencies that
we have bee~ able to sha=e :~c band ~i:~o~t -=~:~e~ ~se~
:nterfe=:~g wit~ ~~: ot~e=.
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p=ecaut:O~3 ~nvclve :~e care:~: coo~d:~at:o~ and ~3= 0: :~e ~ac~o
cc::t::-;:t: :::..:qu-a~cie.s. -.:: :.~= :~:~:nbe~ ,~- '-=.sabl:: freG:uencie.s __
~~~inished, as p:-cposed by the ?CC, t~e ;ema~~i~$ :~eq~encies
will become congested a~d the margin of safety wi~: 0e greatly
decreased.

~lease ~nders:a~d t~a: ma~l ~odel airplanes have wing spans
U::l to - 10 feet and w~ic;Jh··as ~uc~. as 20 to 40 pounds. '!'he model s
:::'emselves are expens~ve to 0t:i~d; but mere to the.poin~, .they
are capable of causing serious propert~ damage, serlOUS lnjUry,
or even death if radio iilter:erence ca~ses the operate: to lose
control ef the craft. We often fly our models at organized
event3 and contests w~ere hundreds 0: operators parti~ipate. We
need the use of our full comp:eme~t of radio frequencies in order
:0 assure a safe flying enviro~~ent.

! do not think it is wise of the FCC to improve the
operating conditions of lane ~obi:e radio users at the expense of
radio controlled modelers. The ?CC may net think we are as
importailt as busi~ess users of radios, but we have a ~onsiderable
investment in our hobby/models an~ in our radio equipment. The,
~ebby proviees ~any hours of e~jo¥ment to hundreds of thousands
.... ~ peo.... ~o 1;t--"" "'y-e 1 ;' an..3 "..0.... _·".,·· .. ""5 "0 "he -dva"'-emen" a""c.·'-- , ;:' .... - ._ ... - ..... ,:) __ .\",;,. _ 4.;"~':'_""""",_ ... _..... c:;." •• l.". .........

~eve~opment 0= the commercia! aviation industry.

Please help a~l the modelers i~ our great state and the
country to co~tinue the sa=e enjoyment of our pastime by ~ot
allowing. the FCC to carry out its proposals fer the 72-76 MHZ
. d ~.~ b 1'; .. • t .. 'L ""C'" 1 t'l.. ..~an. ~e e _eve ~na· ~ne r ~ can eXi ore 0 ~er avences ~o

resolve this problem without adversely af~ecting our enjoyment.

5)Dris d'Jim SMw
7945 ?/trvman St.::tn_ ColO 80005



January 25.1993
Alvin M. Coelho
6781 Harvest Rd.
Boulder. CO 80301
(303) 530-4219

The Honorable David E. Skaggs
United States Representative
9101 Harlan St. Suite 130
Westminister. CO 80030-2925

Subject: FCC PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr Skaggs

I am get:J coac::er'Md abotd tile JII8POlII'd nIe dial .arNatIJ.1ICb colllidaaDoaby tile Federal
eo--pjcatio_ Co e' ' .. (FCC). "I1IiIiI PR. DoaDII f2..235.1f~ die aew nIe..1Iot

oaIJ,.eatIy.-.ce dID -1I8JolJhwplllacicr......, •...,...". (or RICaocIeI-. .....
iacreue the lilt of~ aad aneac1allt &ability. .

I have been in model aviation siacc J948 and am CUJ'lmtly a WIrY 8dive member in the LollplOat Aircraft
Modelers AssociatiOQ (A club of J23 mmnbers in the BouJdcrfLonpnoot and surrounding area.) I penoaaIly
have thousand ofdoDars oCRIC equipment. and Products. wbicll will be placed in jeopardy with the puling
ofthis docket as currently defined.

OUr radio-control frequencies aR' in the 72-76 MHz band. ThiI band ill primarily used for privateJaad mobile
dispatch operations. HoweYer. our radio-control frequencies ia this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either usc interfering with the other.

The Notice ofProposed Rule Making (NMPR)'in PR Docket 92·235 replaces part 90 ofthe mJes with a new
. part 88. Part 90 allows for safe U8e ofRIC aircraft and surface modcJs by keeping a 10Khzspacing betwcc:n

fixed commercial users. and frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new part 88 wmaBow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.S Khz offrequencies available to us. eliminating safe use ofat least 31 ofthe SO cbanneJs
on the 72 MHz band (used for RIC Aireraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RIC cars
and boats) now used by hobbyists.

Ptcasc hcJp me continue die ale -io1meat ofJIl1 paIime by not aDowiq the FCC.to carry oat its
proposal PR I>ocumeat 92-235 for die 72-76 MHz baud. We aD aced your help ......., 1Iecawe die
FCC bas a deadline ofFc1mIarJ 26. 1993 after wIIid it _,. become mofC dif6c1dt to JaaIt thac
proposals from loial iIlto df'cet.

Sincerely

AlCoefuo


